"Griselda," said he, "you shall understand
It's pleasing to your father and to me
That I wed you, and even it may stand,
As I suppose, that you would have it be.
But these demands must I first make," said he.
"And since it shall be done in hasty wise,
Will you consent, or will you more advise?

"I say this: Are you ready with good heart
To grant my wish, and that I freely may,
As I shall think best, make you laugh or smart,
And you to grumble never, night or day?
And too, when I say 'yea* you say not 'nay'
By word or frown to what I have designed.
Swear this, and here I will our contract bind/'

Wondering upon this word, quaking for fear,
She said: "My lord, unsuited, unworthy
Am I to take the honour you give me here;
But what you'd have, that very thing would I.
And here I swear that never willingly,
Tn deed or thought, will I you disobey,
To save my life, and I love life, I say."

"This is enough, Griselda mine," cried he.
And forth he went then with full sober cheer
Out at the door, and after him came she,
And to the people who were waiting near,
"This is my wife," he said, "who's standing here.
Honour her, all, and love her, all, I pray,
Who love me; and there is no more to say."

And so that nothing of her former gear

She should take with her to his house, he bade

That women strip her naked then and there;

Whereat these ladies were not over-glad

To handle clothes wherein she had been clad.

Nevertheless, this maiden bright of hue

From head to foot they clothed her all anew.
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